
Are you seeing spiritual
growth in the students in
your class? Sunday

School—Christian education—is
a means for achieving that.
Since the objective is to see the
students mature in Christ, each
lesson is a step in that direction.
A teacher must know where he
is going before he can plan how
to get there.

Where Are You Going?
To reach a teaching goal, a

teacher must carefully consider
the following questions when
developing the weekly lesson:

? Who am I teaching? 

? Why should I teach about
David and Goliath 
(for example)? 

? What will I teach about
David’s victory? 

? What will I teach about God
through this? 

? How much of this account
should I cover? 

? How will this affect the 
students? 

? How will I know what the 
students have learned? 

? How can I know if the stu-
dents believe this teaching? 

Every lesson has a purpose;
every unit and every quarter of
the lessons are developed based

on a goal or objective. Without a
well-written and specifically stat-
ed objective, a teacher may:

✱ Try to cover too much 
material

✱ Ramble without a purpose

✱ Fail to relate to individual
needs

✱ See little life change or
response from students

Lesson Objectives
Teaching the Word of God is

too important to be left to a
casual procedure. Lesson objec-
tives direct the teaching/learning
process in three major areas:

Knowledge of the concept 

Attitude or feeling about
the concept

Behavior change because
of 1 and 2

The objective provides a focus
for planning the lesson, taking
into account the needs repre-
sented in the class. It is written
in terms of the student’s actions,
which can be observed or meas-
ured. We can see or hear what
the student’s attitude or behavior
is after he learns the concept
from God’s Word. We need to
blend the spiritual principle with
the student’s needs and his abili-
ty to understand the concept.

A common problem in teach-
ing is being content to teach only
the facts without moving on until
the student understands the
principles and applies them in
his life. It is not enough for the
student just to know that God
helped David overcome the
giant; he must be able to apply
the truth that if he trusts in God,
God can do the same for him
with giant problems in his life.

Knowing the Goal
Integration of biblical princi-

ples is not a one-time event. It is
a process, a growing toward
Christian maturity, step by step,
through specific lesson objec-
tives. The teacher needs to know
the lesson purpose, how to
reach it, and when it has been
reached—that’s the value of les-
son objectives. Reaching the
goal depends on knowing what
the goal is.
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Questions for Further Study—

1. Why should a teacher have lesson objectives?

2. What can happen without a well-written and specifically stated objective?

3. How can lesson objectives direct the teaching/learning process?

4. How can you blend spiritual principles with student needs?

5. What is the main factor in reaching a goal?

This is just one of the many articles that are a click away on the Radiant Life website. Use the Radiant Life site as
your teaching resource—24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Come visit us at www.radiantlife.org.


