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Until He Comes

The Importance of Prayer

“O God, You are my very
best favorite!”

These words ring clearly
in my mind, although a
pastor’s preschool daugh-
ter prayed them years ago. Alexa
was kneeling beside me during
a Sunday evening service. I can
still hear the animated, childish
enthusiasm in her voice. Alexa
prayed to the God she adored.

I'm reminded of another
young child who came to me
while I was itinerating to return
to Africa. Phil held one of my
prayer cards in his hand, ex-
claiming, “Every time I look at
this, I'm going to pray for you!”

Adults can easily discount
prayers like Alexa and Phil’s,
for they are just children.
But God looks at them dif-
ferently; in fact, Scripture
confirms this.

Jesus Set the Example

In Matthew 19:13-15, little
children were brought to Jesus.
The disciples rebuked those who
brought them, probably feel-
ing that Jesus was too busy to
be bothered by children. Jesus,
however, responded, “Let the
little children come to me, and
do not hinder them; for the
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kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these (verse 14). He
then laid His hands on them and
blessed them.

The tenderness and respect
Jesus exhibited probably shocked
those who stood by. The Greco-
Roman mindset viewed children
as insignificant. Children were
necessary for a family’s survival,
but they were not valued in
them-

selves. Many

unwanted infants were aban-
doned and left to die. Those who
were rescued were often raised
as slaves or prostitutes. Some
pagan societies today still hold
to these notions.

Christian societies must be
different. We need to adhere to
Christ’s example of loving chil-

dren. Why do we find in “Chris-
tian America” an attitude that
considers children a burden or
inconvenience? Why do we see
multiplied thousands of babies
aborted each year, children left
homeless, and others treated
like playthings in the hands of
pornographers? How sad that
millions of prospective interces-
sors have been eliminated, or
have had their childhood trust
shattered.
God help us as a Fellowship

to invest our best in children.
Sunday School, children’s
church, Missionettes, and
Royal Rangers provide instruc-
tion and practical experience
in prayer. Children of all ages

can enjoy God’s presence
and believe Him for their
needs.

Those who have

counseled at children’s
camps have witnessed
powerful prayer meetings involv-
ing little people. When encour-
aged, children find it easy to
yield to God. I can think of no
greater thrill than seeing a move
of the Holy Spirit on children.
To hear them pray and worship
God in other tongues—in lan-
guages they have not learned—
can convince the most skeptical
adult. No wonder Jesus stated,



“Anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child
will never enter it” (Mark 10:15).

Setting the Example

at Home

The home should be a child’s
first school of prayer. Paul’s
admonition to fathers serves the
family well: “Fathers, do not ex-
asperate your children; instead,
bring them up in the training
and instruction of the Lord”
(Ephesians 6:4).

Children raised in a home
where Mom and Dad pray to-
gether learn to put prayer on
their list of top priorities. The
family altar provides discussion
and training in prayer that noth-
ing else can duplicate. Prayer
becomes a daily life-style rather
than a church-only event.

Theologians tell us that Mary
was probably in her early teens
when Gabriel announced she
would bear the Messiah. Yet she
readily accepted God’s will for

her life. She eagerly responded,
“For the Mighty One has done
great things for me—holy is
his name. His mercy extends to
those who fear him, from gen-
eration to generation” (Luke
1:49,50).

Let us not sell our children
short. They are capable of pray-
ing for themselves and others.
Alexa and Phil learned that; you
and I should learn it too.

Questions for Further Study—

1. Inyour children’s ministry, how do you encourage children to pray? What improvements could be

made?

2. What should be the child’s first school of prayer?
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