
At what age can a child
accept Jesus as his per-
sonal Savior?

When a child is able to
understand the meaning

of sin and that Jesus is the
Savior from sin, he can accept
Jesus as Savior. So it obviously
depends upon the child and his
spiritual maturity.

In an early childhood class-
room, there will be wide differ-
ences of spiritual understanding.
Usually the child who responds
to salvation at a preschool age
will have been exposed to God’s
Word many times.

Can a young child really
understand sin and for-
giveness?

Yes, one percent of
those under age four

understand the gospel. I believe
that because a young child today
is exposed to sin at an earlier
age (especially through movies
and TV), he also has an earlier
understanding of right and
wrong.

If the percentage is so
small, what should our
approach be?

The goal for teaching the
Bible to a young child

should be to prepare the child
for the time when he under-
stands salvation and the Holy
Spirit moves him to accept
Christ. Spiritual understanding is
a learning process. As a child
learns about Jesus, he begins to
love Jesus and will begin to
respond to biblical teaching. It is
important that age-appropriate
activities are used so the learn-
ing process is continual.

Is there a biblical basis
for leading a young child
to Christ?

Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me, and

do not hinder them, for the king-
dom of God belongs to such as
these” (Mark 10:14, NIV). In
Matthew 18:3 we read that
Jesus also said, “I tell you the
truth, unless you change and

become like little children, you
will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.” I’m sure Jesus was
referring to the fact that young
children accept teaching with few
questions. Because of that, we
can confidently present the
gospel to a young child and
expect him to respond.

How do you lead a young
child to Christ?

Just “keep it simple.”
Choose the words care-

fully since a child thinks literally.
He has a difficult time under-
standing how Jesus can fit in his
heart! After confessing he is
sorry for his sin, have him repeat
a simple prayer after you. It will
be easier for a young child to
admit it is possible to do wrong
things than admitting that he
has done anything wrong.

A young child wants to
please adults. How can

we be sure he isn’t responding
simply because he wants to
please?

It is best not to give a
group invitation. A child

will often follow the lead of oth-
ers or will respond just to please
an adult. One-on-one is best. As
you get to know a child, you will
sense when he is ready to make
a commitment.
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What if a child continu-
ally wants to ask for for-
giveness?

That will frequently hap-
pen. It also happens with

an elementary child. I always let
a child pray as often as he
wants. As a child matures spiritu-
ally and developmentally, he will
have a better understanding of
the process. While a child may

feel guilty for doing something
wrong, he may not fully under-
stand the concept of salvation. A
child needs to know that Jesus
will forgive him when he prays.A:
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Questions for Further Study—

1. What does a child need to understand before he can accept Jesus as Savior?

2. How do you lead a young child to Christ?

3. What steps should you take to keep a child from responding to the gospel message merely
out of a desire to please you or others?
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additional copies and back issues contact GPH at 1-800-641-4310.

J odi and Jeff were now a part of our
family. With the remarriage of my

father, I now had a new mom, a new

brother, and a new sister. At age twelve,

that’s a big deal! Soon I had the oppor-

tunity of kneeling by my bed with my

new brother and sister and leading

them to Jesus. What is it that prepared

a bus kid like me to be able to lead my

two new siblings to Jesus? It’s the

“brick by brick” principle.Brick by brick children are taught

the things of God. Brick by brick chil-

dren learn the Bible. They learn to pray.

They learn that Jesus died for our sins

and that all need to receive Him.
Many adults are afraid to witness.

They are afraid to share their faith.

Many have never led someone to Jesus.

Kids can be different. Kids are full of

faith and trust. They are bold as a lion

and open to God’s voice. So how do

you teach kids to evangelize?
First, teach kids that God wants all

people to be saved. Children need to

understand that without Jesus, all peo-

ple are lost. Their friends, teachers,

neighbors, and relatives are lost. Have

children pray for the lost people in

their lives. God will place a passion in

their hearts for individuals He wants

them to reach.Second, give kids the tools to wit-

ness. Children will witness even with-

out tools, but tools will give them confi-

dence and help them to be more suc-

cessful. Teach childrensimple salvation meth-ods such as the ABCsof Salvation or theR o m a n
R o a d .
These
are:

AABBCCss of Salvof Salvation:ation:Admit we are sinners. (Romans
3:23)

Believe in Jesus. (Acts 16:31)Confess our sins. (1 John 1:9)Roman Road:
Roman Road:Romans 3:23; 6:23; 5:8; 10:9,10,13A great video for teaching about wit-

nessing is entitled, Who Cares (26-

0293). Once you own a copy, you are free

to make copies for all your kids. They

can take the video home and use it as a

witnessing tool to witness to their

friends. The BGMC Flying Disks are a

great witnessing tool as well (715-622,

green; 715-623, pink; 715-624, orange).

On the back of the disk is the plan of sal-

vation for kids to present to their friends.
Hold witnessing practice sessions in

your children’s church or your class-

room. Using one teacher and one child,

have the teacher pretend to be a child

witnessing to an unsaved friend. Then

switch roles and have the child witness

to the teacher. Finally, pair off children
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