
As we turned the calendar
into the 21st century, there
were those who created

lists of who were the most
notable men and women of the
20th century. Some were sur-
prised at who made the list; oth-
ers were amazed at who didn’t
make the list.

In Matthew 18, Jesus’ disci-
ples asked Him a similar ques-
tion: “Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?”
Jesus’ response was to
call a child to himself and
use the child as an illus-
tration.

Childlike Faith  
He said one must

become childlike in
faith. A child has a
simplicity that one
must have to become
a believer. You tell a
child about a certain
matter, and he has not
learned to question the
matter. He simply
believes what you told
him was truth (verse 3).

Childlike Humility   
He said one must be humble

as a child. You see, a child has
not yet learned pride, arro-
gance, or that he must think
himself important. He hasn’t yet
known achievement or attain-

ment, so there is no reason for
pride in one’s ability. Titles or
offices have not been given to
him, so he doesn’t know of self-
importance. He hasn’t yet
learned that he doesn’t know it
all. So one of the true qualities
that Jesus looks for is found in
the heart of a child; humility
(verse 4).

Leading the Children  
If you receive a child in the

name of the Lord, you receive
Him [Jesus] (verse 5). The les-
son for us in this verse is that
Jesus places importance upon

those who minister to children,
those who value children, those
who care for children, those who
teach children.

If one should cause a child to
be misled or deceived, it would
be better that a millstone be
placed about his neck and he be
drowned. The lesson here is,
don’t tamper with the faith or
trust a child has in the person of
Jesus Christ. It is incumbent
upon all to live and speak so that

what we do and what we say
does not undermine the faith
of a child.

Why did Jesus place
such value upon a child?
Because the way their lives
are shaped will determine
what they will be when they

are adults.
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Questions for Further Study—

1. What kind of person did Jesus say was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?

2. How would you define “childlike faith”?

3. How would you define “childlike humility”?

4. What is a lesson we should learn from Jesus’ statement that if we receive a child in His
name, we receive Him?

This article is reprinted from the Summer 2000 issue of Fanning the Flame, a quarterly 
newsletter for children’s workers produced by the National Children’s Ministries Agency.

Fanning the Flame is mailed free to children’s pastors and directors in the local church. For
additional copies and back issues contact GPH at 1-800-641-4310.

IT ’S  OUR TURN NOW!
What a wonderful opportunity

it is for me to be at headquar-

ters representing each of you who
have the same awesome calling of
"reaching the children". Each time
I have the opportunity of address-

ing you I count it an honor and a
privilege. I have so many exciting
things happening daily. Before I
continue with this letter, let me say
that I pray for you constantly, that
God will give you wisdom, power,
and anointing to reach the multi-
tudes of children needing to be
reached. If there is anything that
we can do to help you in your
ministry, please don’t hesitate to
ask. The quickest way to reach
me is through my e-mail at
dboyd@ag.org.For some time, I’ve had a

growing burden concerning the
children of the world. I’ve thought
many times about the soon coming
of Jesus. When he comes, millions
of children who have not yet
received Christ, but who are old
enough to understand right from
wrong, will be left behind. Each
year millions of children reach that
age of understanding. We must
reach the children before He

comes. This has become the center
of our cause and the reason for the
Children’s Ministries Agency. We
must create new ways to reach the
children! There are millions and
even billions to be reached. Here

you see our new logo "REACH-

ING KIDS Until He Comes". I
hope you will embrace it, preach it,

and let it sink into your heart. We
HAVE to reach the children. They
will say yes if we find a way to get
them the message!

One very exciting word that
God keeps bringing to my mind is
"heritage". I grew up in the
Assemblies of God. I rode a bus
because of faithful volunteers. I
was taught because of faithful

teachers both in Sunday School

and in Royal Rangers. All of those
people invested in me. That’s my
heritage. All over headquarters I

am reminded of the works of sac-
rifice that Christians have given
to Christ and the wonderful

fruit it bore. I’ve met numerous
retired pastors and missionaries
who have visited the headquar-
ters. Each of them represents
thousands of hours, days,

weeks, and years of sacrifice.
Some of them I recognize as

individuals who invested in me
once upon a time. They represent

incalculable souls who have been
won to the kingdom. I see pictures
on the walls of missionaries from
years gone by who have served
Christ and planted seeds that are
bearing fruit today. One thought
keeps coming back to my mind as I
come face to face with this
Assemblies of God heritage: IT’S

OUR 
TURN 

NOW!

National KEEP Newsletter—Sponsored by the National Children’

National KEEP Newsletter—Sponsored by the National Children’s Ministries Agency
s Ministries Agency

Kid’Kid’s Educators, Evangelists, and Pastors

s Educators, Evangelists, and Pastors

Volume 2

Summer 2000

IT ’S  OUR TURN NOW!


