
“Redeeming the time,
because the days are

evil.” (Ephesians 5:16)

Have you ever had the feel-
ing of waking up in the
morning, hitting the ground

running, moving from this activity
to that activity, frantically trying
to get everything done so noth-
ing gets behind? At night you
drop into the bed exhausted,
unable to sleep because you are
thinking about everything you
have to do tomorrow. It’s sim-
ply a mad dash through the day.

Time—everyone has it. It
is equal for all people. Yet
some people never seem
to have enough. PDAs, e-
mail, the web, and other
modern inventions of technology
were designed to help us save
time, energy, and money.
Indeed, in many cases they do.
But even with the conveniences
we live with in this 21st century,
having time to do the important
things seems to be elusive. Yet I
know some people who harness
time and make it work for them.

The Secret
The secret of your success in

life is found in your daily routine.
Write a list of the things that are

the most important to you. Then
schedule a time each day to
cultivate each one. Because
reading the Bible is important to
you, purposefully plan a time
each day to read it. Do not say,
“I’ll read it when I get a few min-
utes.” Because personal growth
is important to you, make time
in your daily schedule to read
and write. Because your rela-
tionship

with your
family is important,
spend focused time with your
spouse and kids. Daily, we must
focus on those things that are
“most important” instead of let-
ting the “urgent” clutter our
schedules.

What’s Important
The quickest way to get a job

done is not always the best way.
My wife, Carla, and I painted the
cabinets in our bedroom. We
wanted them painted, so we sim-
ply painted them. No sanding, no
primer, just the finish coat. Now
the paint is chipping and the
cabinets look awful. We will

eventually have to refinish
them. Had we spent the

proper time preparing the
surface, the coat on the

outside would have lasted
much longer.

So many times, we
prepare only those

things we know people
will see. We do not spend
the time needed to build
personal foundations that

will ensure long-term
success. The important
should come before the

urgent. The urgent will
always be with us—ask
Martha (Luke 10:38-42).

This week make some
time in your schedule to get
alone and review your life’s most
important issues, then plan your
daily routine around them. Soon
you will realize that when you
take care of the important, the
urgent will not seem quite so
urgent.
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Questions for Further Study—

1. What things are important in your life?

2. What are some “urgent” things that often get in the way of the important things in your life?

3. What are some things in your life that will require time to achieve the desired result 
(like the illustratation of the cabinets) rather than the easy way?

4. How can you apply this to your children’s ministry?

This article is reprinted from the Fall 2002 issue of Fanning the Flame, a quarterly 
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“L et me do it! Let me do it!” hollered little Bobbie,

whose dad was trying to show him how to cast a

fishing rod. “Let me do it!”  said little Becky, taking the

bowl of cookie dough her mom had begun to stir. How

many times have you heard a child say, “Let me do it?”

Kids love to be involved in activity. Learning new

things, helping in new ways, and doing things in which

they can take pride are important to kids. God made

kids with an enormous capacity to do far more than

we think possible. Sacrificially giving to God is no

exception.
How many times have you seen a child

tightly clutch the money that he got for his

birthday? Immediately that child will begin

to divulge where he is planning on spending

or stashing this precious monetary gift. So

why are children all over America giving away

large portions of the money they receive as

offerings to God? Why is it that children are

doing extra chores, extra jobs, and finding

extra ways to earn money only to give that

money to a needy cause? It is because these

children were taught and given the opportuni-

ty to give!
“Hi. My name is Pricilla. I am writing this

letter because I am sending you money. I

hope you spend this money on things you

really need. I hope you appreciate this.”  This

note came into the BGMC office recently.

Another one reads: “Hi. I hope you love God.

I am in second grade. My name is Joshua. I am seven

years old. I hope you like the money we gave you and

I hope that it will help you.”  These kids were giving

money because they wanted to help someone in need.

Kids have a great ability to sacrificially give once they

realize the needs of people all over the world. They

realize that the gifts they give will make a difference

in the lives of others.Do you take the time to teach your children

to give? Giving is a Biblical principal mandated

by God. From the story of the widow and the two

copper coins found in Mark 12:42, we know that

the amount of money given isn’t nearly as

important as the sacrificial heart behind the

gift. Children respond amazingly when taught

about the needs of the world and about poor

individuals. Children respond with the words

“Let me do it!”  They want to help. They want to

be a part.
One children’s pastor wrote that a little girl

who rode the bus searched and searched her

house for money to bring to church to give to mis-

sions. But all she could find was a penny. She

brought the penny and declared, “I tried and

tried to find a dime, but this was all I could

find!”  Children want to give. It’s amazing to

realize that a child like this from a poor eco-

nomic setting would take such pride and have

such passion for meeting the needs of others.
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