
When I was first assigned
this topic, my response
was, “I wish I knew!” I

think most people would agree
the answer is varied. Many fac-
tors are involved in the learning
process. I do believe, however,
that the answer is “sooner than
most people think.”

Medical science has shown
that learning happens at a young
age. P.E.T. (Positive Emission
Tomography) scans have proven
that an infant’s brain is very
active, and interaction with
someone can stimulate brain
growth.

Precept upon
Precept

Isaiah 28:10 tells us to
teach precept upon precept,
line upon line. That verse,
combined with Deuteronomy
6:5-7, is a strong admonition
to teach children.

While young children can-
not comprehend abstract
concepts, they can learn about
the Bible from the people around
them. Teachers should prepare
and teach as if they understand.
Structuring the time to include
repetition and participation will
enhance the learning process.
As children learn about the
Bible, they will believe it is true.

Eventually they will understand
how to apply it to their lives.

The Faith of a Child
I am always amazed how

young children believe that
God’s Word is true. Prayer time
is a strong indication of that fact.
Children simply believe God can
do exactly what you said He
could. They don’t understand
how it will happen, but they do
believe it will.

Bricklayers
I tell early childhood workers

that they are the bricklayers in
the church. Every time a biblical
truth is presented, another brick
is laid. The mortar holding the
bricks together is the teaching

(not always with words) of the
teacher. It isn’t long before the
children have a solid, biblical
foundation.

Earlier this year my adult son
had kidney stones. He was in
considerable pain, and went to
his room to rest. A few minutes
later we found his three-year-old
daughter beside his bed. Her
head was on the bed and her
hand on his leg. We quietly lis-
tened as she prayed, “Jesus,
please make Daddy stop hurt-
ing.”

I’ve often wondered how many
bricks it took for her to learn that
God answers prayer.

Three stonemasons, when
asked what they were doing,
replied as follows:

“Laying a stone,” said the first.
“Making a wall,” said the sec-

ond.
“Building a cathedral,” said the

third.
Three Sunday School teach-

ers were asked what they were
doing:

“Baby-sitting these kids,” said
the first.

“Caring for the children,” said
the second.

“Sharing God’s love,” replied
the third.

It seems to me that a bricklay-
er who shares God’s love has a
high calling indeed.
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Questions for Further Study—

1. At what age can a child understand the Bible?

2. What factors will enhance the learning process for small children?

3. In what way are children’s workers “bricklayers”?

4. According to the story of the three stonemasons, what attitude should children’s workers
have toward their work?

This article is reprinted from the Winter 2002 issue of Fanning the Flame, a quarterly 
newsletter for children’s workers produced by the National Children’s Ministries Agency.

Fanning the Flame is mailed free to children’s pastors and directors in the local church. For
additional copies and back issues contact GPH at 1-800-641-4310.

P earl Gange was an endless source
of answers for a young man who

had an endless source of questions.

The young man was me. “What is

speaking in tongues? Why can’t I

understand it? How do people get

healed? Does God hear me when I

pray?” These and many more questions

were patiently answered for me by

Pearl Gange, my junior boys’ Sunday

School teacher. As a boy who rode the

bus to church, there wasn’t anyone at

home who could answer these ques-

tions for me, but Pearl Gange did.

Long before I realized it, I was growing

up in a “Radiant Life Sunday School”! What is a “Radiant Life Sunday

School”? It is a place where Pentecostal

teachers use Pentecostal curriculum

and introduce children to the full

gospel message of the Bible! 
A few years back, I took some mas-

ters courses and began my first serious

study of “scope and sequence.” Scope

and sequence is the multi-year plan

that Sunday School curriculums use to

insure that children learn a thorough

balance of the Bible. A good scope and

sequence takes several years to com-

plete and includes lessons on: people

of the Bible, parables, the command-

ments, miracles, doctrine, fruit of the

Spirit, gifts of the Spirit, sacraments,

Pentecost, the life of Jesus, etc. I am so

thankful that I attended an Assemblies

of God Pentecostal Sunday School and

received a thorough study of God’s

Word. 

It has been quite a
rewarding experience for
me to meet the people here
at headquarters who
write, create, edit, andprint our Radiant LifeSunday School curricu-

lum. It has been exciting to
see the curriculum continu-
ally transformed into the
full-color, variety-filled
product that it is. I’m so
proud and thankful every
time I see the writers
extensively researching the
Bible in order to create the
most in-depth, biblically
accurate lessons possible. 

As we write this issue of Fanning

into Flame, and we center upon the

importance of teaching children the

Bible, I realize how valuable Sunday

School was in planting the Bible and

Pentecost in my life. I’m thankful for

it. The Bible is the cement that stays in

the foundation of a child’s life for years

to come. 

Let me challenge each children’s

leader to make the Bible the center of

the classes that you teach. It is too easy

in Children’s Church to follow a cur-

riculum that utilizes only one

Scripture, which gives the kids more of

a Bible “morsel” rather than a full Bible

meal.

Assume, for instance, that your key

verse of the day is Lev. 19:11, “Do not

lie.” As good as this verse is, the chil-

dren will remember the lesson far

longer by learning additional Biblical

verses such as: Proverbs 12:22, “The

Lord detests lying lips”; Proverbs 6:16,

“There are six things that the Lord

hates, seven that are detestable to Him:

haughty eyes, a lying tongue”; John

8:44, “….for the devil is a liar and the

Father of lies.” Never forget that you

are “preaching” the Word of God to
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